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>>SIGNIFIES NEW ADDITIONS TO THIS WEEK’S REPORT 

Bill and Subject Status and Comments 
HB 2007: SCHOOLS; PUPILS WITH CHRONIC HEALTH 
PROBLEMS 
To be classified as having chronic health problems, a student may 
be certified by any health professional licensed pursuant to Title 
32 (professions & occupations). Formerly, only a restricted list of 
licensed health professionals could classify a student as having 
chronic health problems.  Sponsor: Rep. Schapira.  ARS Title 15. 

1/14 Referred to House Education (K-12), 
Health Committees 
1/16 Passed House Education (K-12) 
Committee with amendment #4004 
1/30 Passed House Health Committee 
2/19 Passed House Rules Committee; 
ready for House Committee of the Whole 

HB 2008: SCHOOLS; ALTERNATIVE GRADUATION 
REQUIREMENTS 
Students who fail the AIMS test (or other competency test 
required for high school graduation) may still be eligible for 
graduation if a set of alternative requirements are met. 
Retroactive to January 1, 2008. Emergency clause.  Sponsor: 
Rep. Schapira.  ARS Title 15.  

1/14 Referred to House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
2/6 Passed House Education (K-12) 
Committee with amendment #4060 
3/4 Passed House Rules Committee 
3/13 Passed House Committee of the 
Whole with amendment #4060 

HB 2013: TEACHERS; CERTIFICATION FEES; EXAMS 
The State Board of Education is required to request an annual 
appropriation for teacher certification exams. (Note: Currently 
there are two exams. One is on the Constitutions of the U.S. and 
the state. The second is a proficiency exam.) The Board’s 
authority to charge fees for the exams is modified to allow fees 
only if no appropriation for that purpose is made in that fiscal 
year. Appropriates $3 million from the general fund in FY2008-
09 to the Board for the exams.  Sponsor: Rep. Schapira.  ARS 
Title 15. 

1/14 Referred to House Education (K-12), 
Appropriations Committees 
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Bill and Subject Status and Comments 
HB 2037: SCHOOLS; TRANSFER STUDENTS; LATE 
ENROLLMENT 
Students transferring into a public school after the start of the 
school year, either from outside the state or from a private school, 
must be provided by the school with a list of credits that have 
been accepted or denied. (Note: Previously, statutes contained 
provisions only for students who transfer from a private school to 
a public school regardless of when the student transferred. New 
language seems to stipulate the list must be provided only for 
students who transfer after the start of the school year.)  Sponsor: 
Rep. Anderson.  ARS Title 15. 

2/11 PASSED HOUSE 56-1 
2/26 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
3/12 Held in Senate Education K-12 
Committee 

HB 2038: SCHOOLS; TRANSFER PUPILS; AIMS SCORES 
If a student is enrolled at more than one school during the same 
academic year, the student's score on the AIMS test shall be 
assigned to the school where the student was enrolled the highest 
number of days during that year.  Sponsors: Rep. Anderson & 2.  
ARS Title 15. 

1/14 Referred to House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
1/16 Held in House Education (K-12) 
Committee 

HB 2039: SCHOOLS; MULTIPLE BIRTH SIBLINGS; 
CLASSROOMS 
School districts or charters must place multiple birth siblings 
(twins, triplets, etc.) in either the same classroom or different 
classrooms, according to the parents' request as long as the 
siblings are in the same grade level, are each qualified for the 
class, and the school is not forced to add an additional class to 
that grade level. Schools may recommend classroom placement to 
parents of multiple birth siblings and may, at the end of the initial 
grading period, override parental choice if the principal and 
classroom teacher determine the current placement of the siblings 
is disruptive to the school.  Sponsors: Rep. Anderson & 2.  ARS 
Title 15.  AS PASSED HOUSE. 

3/4 PASSED HOUSE 32-27 
3/6 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 

>>HB 2042: STRIKER: SCHOOLS; EMPLOYEES; 
SERIOUS CRIMES 
The Department of Administration shall adopt and publish energy 
and conservation standards to be used by the state in construction 
of new capital projects. These standards shall be available as a 
model to all political subdivisions of the state.  Sponsor: Rep. 
Robson.  ARS Title 15.  

1/14 Referred to House Environment 
Committee 
2/27 Passed House Environment 
Committee with amendment #4367 
3/11 Passed House Rules Committee 
3/13 Passed House Committee of the 
Whole with amendment #4367 and floor 
amendment #4700 

HB 2064: E-LEARNING TASK FORCE 
The duties of the Arizona e-learning task force are expanded to 
include submitting recommendations to the legislature on 
specified matters, including procedures and funding, and 
collaborating with the Government Information Technology 
Agency and other public and private entities to express the 
technology needs of schools.  Sponsors: Rep. Anderson & 20; 
Sen. Bee & 6.  ARS Title 15. 

3/3 PASSED HOUSE 59-0 
3/6 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
 
Hearing: 
Senate Education K-12 Committee, 
Wednesday, March 19 at 9:00 am, Senate 
Rm. 1 
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Bill and Subject Status and Comments 
HB 2080: ARIZONA WORK-STUDY PROGRAM; 
APPROPRIATIONS 
The duties of the Arizona e-learning task force are expanded to 
include submitting recommendations to the legislature on 
specified matters, including procedures and funding, and 
collaborating with the Government Information Technology 
Agency and other public and private entities to express the 
technology needs of schools.  Sponsor: Rep. Konopnicki.  ARS 
Title 15. 

1/14 Referred to Higher Education, 
Appropriations Committees 
1/29 Held in House Higher Education 
Committee 

HB 2085: SCHOOLS; SCHOLARSHIPS; SECTION 504 
PLAN PUPILS 
Eligibility to participate in the scholarship for pupils with 
disabilities program is expanded to include pupils with a Section 
504 plan. The amount of the annual scholarship for Section 504 
pupils is the lesser of $5000 or the amount of tuition and fees 
charged by the school. (Note: a Section 504 plan is defined 
elsewhere in statute as a written statement designed to meet the 
educational needs of a pupil with disabilities and that conforms to 
a specific set of federal regulations.)  Sponsors: Rep. Biggs & 4; 
Sen. Gorman & 1.  ARS Title 15. 

1/16 Referred to House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
2/27 Passed House Education (K-12) 
Committee with amendment #4351 
3/4 Passed House Rules Committee 
3/6 Passed House Committee of the Whole 
with amendment #4351 
3/11 FAILED to pass House 27-32 
 

HB 2086: SCHOOLS; SINGLE GENDER CLASSES 
The list of discretionary powers of school boards is expanded to 
include offering courses or classes to pupils of one gender if 
comparable courses or classes are exclusively available to the 
other gender.  Sponsors: Rep. Biggs & 6; Sen. Johnson.  ARS 
Title 15. 

1/14 Referred to House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
1/30 Passed House Education (K-12) 
Committee with amendment #4024 
2/19 Passed House Rules Committee; 
ready for House Committee of the Whole 

HB 2089: SCHOLARSHIPS; GRANTS; NONLAPSING 
FUNDS 
The exemption from statutes related to the lapsing of 
appropriations currently granted to the Displaced Pupils Choice 
Fund and the Scholarships for Pupils with Disabilities Program 
Fund, both of which are scheduled to expire on June 30, 2008, is 
made permanent.  Sponsors: Rep. Biggs & 6; Sen. Gorman & 2.  
ARS Title 15. 

1/22 Referred to House Appropriations 
Committee 

HB 2098: CORPORATE TAX CREDIT; TUITION 
ORGANIZATIONS 
Makes permanent the tax credit available for voluntary cash 
contribution to a school tuition organization. Otherwise 
scheduled to repeal on June 30, 2011.  Sponsors: Rep. Yarbrough 
& 10; Sen. Gorman.  ARS Title 43. 

1/14 Referred to House Ways & Means 
Committee 
1/17 Passed House Ways & Means 
Committee; ready for House Rules 
Committee 

HB 2099: PREMIUM TAX CREDIT; SCHOOL TUITION 
ORGANIZATION CONTRIBUTION 
Allows insurance companies to contribute to school tuition 
organizations and receive a tax credit against their premium tax 
liability.  Sponsors: Rep. Yarbrough & 10; Sen. Gorman.  ARS 
Titles 20, 43.  AS PASSED HOUSE. 

3/3 PASSED HOUSE 32-27 
3/6 Referred to Senate Finance Committee 
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Bill and Subject Status and Comments 
HB 2100: TAX CREDITS; WITHHOLDING TAX 
REDUCTION 
An employee may request that his/her employer reduce the 
amount of the employee's withholding tax by the amount of credit 
for which the employee will qualify for contributions to a 
qualified school tuition organization or public school. Expands 
the list of confidential taxpayer information to include 
information supplied by an employee to an employer regarding 
the employee's election to have his/her withholding tax reduced 
for the purposes of contributions to qualified school tuition 
organizations or public schools. Effective January 1, 2009.  
Sponsors: Rep. Yarbrough & 9.  ARS Titles 42, 43. 

1/14 Referred to House Ways & Means 
Committee 
2/5 Passed House Ways & Means 
Committee with amendment #4042 

HB 2167: CHARTER SCHOOLS; ACADEMIC CONTESTS 
FUND 
Makes charter schools eligible to receive school district funds for 
the purpose of sending students who are state level winners of 
academic contests and their chaperons to the national levels of 
these contests to represent the state. Formerly, only public 
schools were eligible to receive these funds.  Sponsor: Rep. 
Anderson.  ARS Title 15. 

3/3 PASSED HOUSE 53-6 
3/6 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
 
Hearing: 
Senate Education K-12 Committee, 
Wednesday, March 19 at 9:00 am, Senate 
Rm. 1 

HB 2220: STATE EQUALIZATION PROPERTY TAX 
REPEAL 
Makes permanent the 3 years suspension of the county aid for 
equalization assistance for education.  Sponsors: Rep. Jim Weiers 
& 31; Sen. Burns & 5.  ARS Titles 15, 41, 42, 48. 

3/11 PASSED HOUSE 32-28; READY 
FOR SENATE 

HB 2254: FINGERPRINTING BOARD; GOOD CAUSE 
EXCEPTIONS 
Procedures are changed regarding the granting of good cause 
exceptions for persons denied a fingerprint clearance card. Also, 
members of the Fingerprinting Board and employees of the board 
must have valid fingerprint clearance cards on file.  Sponsors: 
Rep. Jerry Weiers & 5.  ARS Title 41. 

1/22 Referred to House Natural Resources 
& Public Safety Committee 
2/20 Passed House Natural Resources & 
Public Safety Committee with amendment 
#4214; ready for House Rules Committee 

HB 2271: TEACHER LOAN PROGRAMS; GEOGRAPHIC 
SHORTAGES 
Eligibility for the loan program for students studying to be 
teachers of math, science and special education is expanded to 
include students who will teach any subject in a public school 
located in an area of the state determined by the Board of 
Education to be experiencing a shortage of teachers.  Sponsor: 
Rep. Schapira.  ARS Title 15. 

1/17 Referred to House Higher Education, 
Appropriations Committees 
1/29 Passed House Higher Education 
Committee 
3/6 Passed House Appropriations 
Committee; ready for House Rules 
Committee 

HB 2278: SPECIAL EDUCATION; AGE ELIGIBILITY 
A person who turns 22 years old while receiving special 
education services (including a student who is incarcerated shall 
continue to receive special education services from their current 
school until the end of that school year.  Sponsors: Rep. 
Hershberger.  ARS Title 15.  AS PASSED HOUSE. 

2/11 PASSED HOUSE 58-0 
2/26 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
3/12 Passed Senate Education K-12 
Committee; ready for Senate Rules 
Committee 
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Bill and Subject Status and Comments 
HB 2286: SCHOOL; GOVERNING BOARD; TRAINING 
School board members must complete a training program offered 
by the Department of Education within a number of days (blank 
in original) of being elected or appointed. Information to be 
covered includes: open meeting laws; school finance; conflict 
resolution; and the duties of board members. The Department 
may collect fees to implement.  Sponsor: Rep. Tobin.  ARS Title 
15. 

3/11 PASSED HOUSE 47-12; READY 
FOR SENATE 

HB 2368: SCHOOL PUPILS; ADMISSION; ABSENCES 
The maximum amount of time a school has to notify parents 
when a student in grades 7 or 8 is absent from school is increased 
to 5 hours from 2 hours, if the class where the student is absent is 
not the first class of the school day. Additionally, a school may 
refuse to admit a child who has graduated from a high school 
with a recognized diploma.  Sponsors: Rep. Adams & 6.  ARS 
Title 15.  AS PASSED HOUSE. 

3/3 PASSED HOUSE 59-0 
3/6 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 

HB 2369: SCHOOL DISTRICTS; NOTICES; 
ELECTRONIC PUBLICATION 
The governing board of each school district may choose to file 
the required annual financial report and/or Truth in Taxation 
notices electronically for publication on the Department of 
Education's website (formerly, the report and notices could only 
be published in a newspaper).  Sponsors: Rep. Crandall & 7.  
ARS Title 15. 

1/17 Referred to House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
1/30 Passed House Education (K-12) 
Committee with amendment #4026 
3/11 Passed House Rules Committee; 
ready for House Committee of the Whole 

HB 2372: TRANSPORTATION SCHOOL DISTRICTS; 
LAPSING 
If a transportation school district (defined) has a student count of 
less than 100 students (between 6 and 21 years old) for 3 months 
during the school year, the county school superintendent may 
immediately suspend the transportation school district and report 
the suspension to the board of supervisors at the next meeting.  
Sponsors: Rep. Chabin & 3; Sen. Flake & 2.  ARS Title 15. 

3/3 PASSED HOUSE 59-0 
3/6 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
 
Hearing: 
Senate Education K-12 Committee, 
Wednesday, March 19 at 9:00 am, Senate 
Rm. 1 

>>HB 2388: STRIKER: SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGETS; 
ACTUAL UTILITY COSTS; ADJUSTMENT; 
DEFINITIONS 
The strike-everything amendment to HB 2388 establishes a new 
method for the calculation of utilities funding for school districts, 
for fiscal years 2009-10 through fiscal years 2020-21. 
  Sponsor: Rep. Reagan.  ARS Title 4. 

1/24 Referred to House Commerce 
Committee 
2/27 Passed House Commerce Committee 
with amendment #4355 
2/27 Referred additionally to House 
Appropriations Committee 
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Bill and Subject Status and Comments 
HB 2392: NCLB OPT OUT; COST STUDY 
Beginning January 1, 2009, the state shall opt out of the federal 
No Child Left Behind Act. Requires the Department of 
Education, in conjunction with the Board of Education and the 
School Facilities Board, to conduct a study on the potential costs 
of opting out of the federal No Child Left Behind Act and submit 
a report to the Governor, the President of the Senate and the 
Speaker of the House on or before December 15, 2008. Effective 
October 1, 2009.  Sponsors: Rep. Schapira & 6; Sen. Johnson.  
ARS Title 15. 

1/28 Referred to House Education (K-12), 
Appropriations Committees 
2/20 Passed House Education (K-12) 
Committee with amendment #4240 
3/3 Withdrawn from House Appropriations 
Committee 
3/11 Passed House Rules Committee; 
ready for House Committee of the Whole 

HB 2394: CLASS SIZE REDUCTION TASK FORCE 
Establishes the 9-member School Class Size Reduction Task 
Force to examine issues concerning class size reductions and 
research and collect data related to class size.  Sponsors: Rep. 
Schapira & 4.  ARS Title 15. 

1/28 Referred to House Education (K-12), 
Appropriations Committees 
2/20 Passed House Education (K-12) 
Committee; ready for House 
Appropriations Committee 

HB 2410: OPEN MEETINGS; PUBLIC OPINIONS 
Conditions are stipulated under which the state's open meeting 
law does not apply when a member of a public body expresses an 
opinion or discusses an issue with the public, via the media or 
technological means.  Sponsors: Rep. Kavanagh; Sen. Harper.  
ARS Title 38. 

2/18 PASSED HOUSE 54-0 
2/26 Referred to Senate Government 
Committee 
3/11 Passed Senate Government 
Committee; ready for Senate Rules 
Committee 

HB 2441: SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS; ALTERNATIVE 
MEDIA PRODUCERS 
The State Board of Education must designate an alternative 
media producer to adapt existing standard print textbooks to 
alternative formats for students with disabilities. A producer must 
be designated for each alternative format and must be capable of 
producing alternative textbooks in all subjects.  Sponsor: Rep. 
Tobin.  ARS Title 15. 

3/10 PASSED HOUSE 56-0 
3/11 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
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Bill and Subject Status and Comments 
HB 2469: EDUCATION ACCOUNTABILITY; CRISIS 
TEAMS; RECEIVERSHIP 
If the State Board of Education receives notice or a credible 
allegation that a school district has committed overexpenditure 
(defined), the Board must hold a public meeting to determine 
whether an overexpenditure was attempted or occurred. If the 
Board determines an overexpenditure did occur, the school 
district superintendent must appear before the Board to request 
emergency authorization and the Board may authorize the 
expenditure. If the expenditure is authorized, the Board must 
either appoint a receiver for the district or direct the Department 
of Education to contract with a fiscal crisis response management 
team for the district. Different levels of crisis teams are 
prescribed for different levels of overexpenditure, and immediate 
receivership is required for a third or subsequent overexpenditure 
or one that exceeds the district’s budget by more than 10%. Crisis 
teams make determinations relating to the overexpenditure, make 
recommendations to the district on budgetary and fiscal matters, 
and may request that the Board appoint a receiver for the district. 
The district must report on fiscal management to the Board within 
120 days of the emergency expenditure authorization. After 
reviewing the reports, the Board may review the district 
superintendent’s certificates for revocation and may recommend 
the superintendent’s termination. Emergency clause.  Sponsors: 
Rep. Nelson & 9.  ARS Titles 15, 23. 

2/7 PASSED HOUSE 53-0 
2/19 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
2/27 FAILED to pass Senate Education K-
12 Committee 4-4 
3/13 Passed Senate Education K-12 
Committee with amendment #4679; ready 
for Senate Rules Committee 
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Bill and Subject Status and Comments 
HB 2473: SCHOOL FUNDING; ENGLISH LEARNERS; 
FLORES 
The previous English language learner program (Title 15, 
Chapter 7, Article 3.1, sections 15-756 through 15-756.13) is 
repealed and rewritten; impossible to determine new provisions 
without a side-by-side comparison. New provisions include: 
beginning in fiscal year 2008-09, an English language acquisition 
program (ELAP) is established to provide English instruction as 
required by the English language learner (ELL) program. ELAP 
per-pupil funding is established as $667 in fiscal year 2008-09, 
$978 in fiscal year 2009-10, $1289 in fiscal year 2010-11, and 
continues to increase each year thereafter by an annual inflation 
adjustment. The purposes for ELAP funding are established and 
prioritized. Monies from ELAP are included in various school 
budget formulas and limits. The base support level weight for 
ELL students is increased from 0.115 to 0.140 until June 30, 2009 
when the ELL weight is deleted. Appropriates a total of 
$18,155,000 from the state general fund in fiscal year 2008-09: 
$1 million to the state Board of Education, $1,155,000 to the 
Department of Education, $2.5 million to the Auditor General, 
and $13.5 million to be distributed to schools for the increased 
support level weight for ELL students.  Sponsor: Rep. Lujan.  
ARS Titles 15, 41. 

1/29 Referred to House Education (K-12), 
Appropriations Committees 

HB 2475: SCHOOLS; PUPIL DISCIPLINARY 
PROCEEDINGS 
Before a decision by a school board to expel a pupil becomes 
final, a hearing must be conducted by an independent hearing 
officer selected from a list approved by the board. Language 
stating that a teacher who fails to comply with the statute dealing 
with disciplinary proceedings is guilty of unprofessional conduct 
is deleted. Also, school boards must maintain records of incidents 
of harassment, intimidation or bullying even if the incident is 
unproven, although the board must provide for the confidentiality 
of all such records.  Sponsor: Rep. Adams.  ARS Title 15. 

3/12 PASSED HOUSE 59-0; READY 
FOR SENATE 
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Bill and Subject Status and Comments 
HB 2482: SCHOOLS; ALTERNATIVE TEACHER 
CERTIFICATION 
The category of teachers a school district is permitted to hire is 
expanded to include teachers who have received a certificate 
from a national organization that has received an advanced 
credentialing grant funded by the U.S. Department of Education 
and that offers certification in specified subject areas. Provides 
for alternative teachers certification by the state Board of 
Education for teachers who have received a certificate from a 
national organization that has received an advanced credentialing 
grant funded by the U.S. Department of Education and that offers 
certification in specified subject areas and who has obtained at 
least a bachelor's degree. The definition of "certificated teacher" 
is expanded to include a person who holds a certificate from a 
recognized national organization (formerly, only from the state 
Board of Education).  Sponsors: Rep. McComish & 10.  ARS 
Title 15. 

1/29 Referred to House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
3/5 Held in House Education (K-12) 
Committee 

HB 2508: SCHOOL FACILITIES BOARD; RURAL AREAS 
The definition of “rural area” for the purposes of school facilities 
board calculations for new school facilities is modified to specify 
that the 35-mile radius between that area and a municipality with 
a population of more than 50,000 must be “based on the most 
reasonable route from the municipal boundary to the nearest 
school district facility.”  Sponsors: Rep. Konopnicki & 4.  ARS 
Title 15. 

1/24 Referred to House Education (K-12), 
Appropriations Committees 
2/6 Passed House Education (K-12) 
Committee; ready for House 
Appropriations Committee 

HB 2525: SCHOOLS; EXPENDITURE LIMITATIONS; 
KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS 
For the purposes of determining school district expenditure 
limitations, kindergarten students are counted as full-time 
students.  Sponsor: Rep. Crandall.  ARS Title 41. 

1/29 Referred to House Education (K-12), 
Appropriations Committees 
2/6 Passed House Education (K-12) 
Committee with amendment #4063; ready 
for House Appropriations Committee 

HB 2527: JTEDS; ADULT STUDENTS 
A person over 22 years of age may attend vocational programs on 
campus during regular school hours in a Joint Technological 
Education District (JTED) if the program has additional student 
capacity after the enrollment of persons 22 years of age or 
younger.  Sponsors: Rep. Crandall.  ARS Title 15. 

1/29 Referred to House Education (K-12), 
Appropriations Committees 
2/6 Passed House Education (K-12) 
Committee; ready for House 
Appropriations Committee 

HB 2555: SCHOOLS; SOCIAL STUDIES ASSESSMENT 
The State Board of Education is required (previously, allowed) to 
administer assessments of academic standards in social studies in 
grades 3, 6, and 7. The Board is also authorized to administer 
assessments in fine arts in the same grades.  Sponsors: Rep. 
Anderson & 3.  ARS Title 15. 

1/29 Referred to House Education (K-12), 
Appropriations Committees 
3/5 Held in House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
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Bill and Subject Status and Comments 
HB 2557: SCHOOLS; STANDARDS; PE; ART; MUSIC 
School districts cannot eliminate or reduce instruction in physical 
education, art or music in order to meet state academic standards 
in required subject areas.  Sponsors: Rep. Anderson & 16; Sen. 
Blendu & 3.  ARS Title 15. 

2/6 Referred to House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
2/20 Passed House Education (K-12) 
Committee with amendment #4221 
3/13 Passed House Rules Committee; 
ready for House Committee of the Whole 

HB 2558: STRIKER: CHARTER SCHOOLS; 
ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
The Department of Education is required to conduct a study of 
alternative education programs and charter schools that operate 
with approved alternative calendars, develop recommendations to 
address the programs, and submit a report to the Legislature and 
the Governor by December 15, 2008.  Sponsors: Rep. Anderson 
& 1.  ARS Title 15.  AS PASSED HOUSE. 

3/4 PASSED HOUSE 60-0 
3/10 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
 
 
 
 
NOTE SHORT TITLE CHANGE 

HB 2559: SCHOOLS; ATTENDANCE; MINUTES 
COMPUTATION 
Minutes of attendance are part of the attendance record for 
homebound students, hospitalized students and preschool 
children, and school districts must forward them electronically to 
the Department of Education.  Sponsors: Rep. Anderson & 1.  
ARS Title 15. 

2/5 Referred to House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
2/6 Held in Referred to House Education 
(K-12) Committee 

HB 2560: SCHOOL DISTRICTS; COMPLIANCE; 
WITHHOLDING MONIES 
If the Department of Education, the Auditor General, or the 
Attorney General determine that a school district is substantially 
and deliberately not in compliance with education laws, and the 
district fails to correct deficiencies within 90 days, the Board of 
Education may withhold 10% of the monies that school district 
would otherwise be entitled to until the district becomes 
compliant.  Sponsors: Rep. Anderson & 1.  ARS Title 15. 

3/11 PASSED HOUSE 31-28; READY 
FOR SENATE 

HB 2563: STRIKER: SCHOOLS; TRANSFER OF 
CREDITS 
Students transferring from one charter or public school to another 
charter or public school must be given a list of credits that have 
been accepted and denied by the school district. Students may 
request an examination for any course where credit was denied, 
and credit must be accepted if the student passes the exam.  
Sponsor: Rep. Anderson.  ARS Title 15.  AS PASSED HOUSE. 

3/14 SIGNED BY GOVERNOR 
Chapter No. awaited 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE SHORT TITLE CHANGE 

HB 2564: HIGHLY QUALIFIED TEACHERS; 
PROFICIENCY EXAMINATIONS 
A person applying for a teaching certificate who meets the 
definition of “highly qualified” in federal law is not required to 
pass the subject knowledge portion of the proficiency exam.  
Sponsors: Rep. Anderson & 1.  ARS Title 15. 

1/29 Referred to House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
2/20 Passed House Education (K-12) 
Committee with amendment #4223 
2/26 Passed House Rules Committee 
3/13 Passed House Committee of the 
Whole with amendment #4223 
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Bill and Subject Status and Comments 
HB 2566: SCHOOLS; STUDENT TEACHERS; TUTORS; 
FINGERPRINTING 
Tutors contracted with the state, a school district, or a charter 
school, and all student teachers must obtain a fingerprint 
clearance card before interacting directly with students.  Sponsor: 
Rep. Anderson.  ARS Title 15. 

2/11 PASSED HOUSE 58-0 
2/26 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
3/13 Passed Senate Education K-12 
Committee; ready for Senate Rules 
Committee 

HB 2567: SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARDS; FAMILY 
MEMBERS 
Siblings and married couples cannot serve simultaneously on the 
governing board of the same school district. Qualified electors in 
the school district can bring an action in court to enforce this 
requirement. This bill does not apply to current school board 
members.  Sponsor: Rep. Anderson.  ARS Title 15. 

3/11 PASSED HOUSE 37-22; READY 
FOR SENATE 

HB 2569: SCHOOLS; LIFE SUCCESS ELECTIVE 
COURSE 
High schools are required to offer a life success elective course 
that includes character education, service learning, and life skills.  
Sponsors: Rep. Anderson & 5.  ARS Title 15. 

1/29 Referred to House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
2/20 Held in House Education (K-12) 
Committee 

HB 2570: SCHOOLS; PHYSICAL ACTIVITY; 
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS 
Beginning in the 2009-2010 school year, school districts and 
charter schools must provide at least 150 minutes of physical 
activity each week for each student, with at least 80% of that time 
spent in moderate physical activity. Students that may be excused 
from physical activity requirements are listed.  Sponsors: Rep. 
Anderson & 7.  ARS Title 15. 

1/29 Referred to House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
3/5 Held in House Education (K-12) 
Committee 

HB 2618: SCHOOLS; ENERGY SAVINGS LOAN FUND 
Establishes the State Facility Energy and Water Savings Program 
in order to fund projects in state school facilities that save 
electricity, natural gas, other energy fuels or water through 
improvements or better operation of buildings and energy-
consuming or water-using equipment. Establishes the Energy and 
Water Savings Loan Fund to be administered by the School 
Facilities Board for awarding loans under the program, providing 
technical assistance under the program and administering the 
fund and loan program. Appropriates (blank in original) from the 
general fund to the Energy and Water Savings Loan Fund for the 
Energy and Water Savings Loan Program. Sunsets July 1, 2018.  
Sponsors: Rep. Mason; Sen. Allen.  ARS Title 15. 

1/31 Referred to House Water & 
Agriculture, Appropriations Committees 
2/21 Passed House Water & Agriculture 
Committee; ready for House 
Appropriations Committee 

HB 2619: NEW SCHOOLS; ENERGY STANDARDS 
Projects approved by the School Facilities Board for funding 
from the School Facilities Fund after June 30, 2008 shall conform 
to the Energy and Water Performance Standards approved by the 
School Facilities Board (taking into consideration energy and 
environmental design rating systems developed by a U.S. Green 
Building Council). Effective June 30, 2008.  Sponsor: Rep. 
Mason.  ARS Title 15. 

1/31 Referred to House Education (K-12), 
Water & Agriculture Committees 
2/13 Passed House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
2/21 Passed House Water & Agriculture 
Committee with amendment #4259; ready 
for House Rules Committee 
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Bill and Subject Status and Comments 
HB 2640: PUBLIC OFFICERS; FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE 
The list of persons considered a "public officer" for purposes of 
statutes relating to standards for financial disclosure is expanded 
to include an appointee to any state board or commission.  
Sponsors: Rep. Murphy & 5.  ARS Title 38. 

1/31 Referred to House Government 
Committee 
2/13 Passed House Government 
Committee; ready for House Rules 
Committee 

HB 2694: SCHOOLS; FINGERPRINTING; CONTRACT 
EMPLOYEES 
A school district shall fingerprint or require submission of a full 
set of fingerprints of any vendor or any employee of a vendor 
who is contracted to provide services on a regular basis on school 
property. Fingerprints submitted by non-certificated personnel 
and volunteers of a school district as a condition of employment 
shall be used to conduct state and national criminal records 
checks, and the Department of Public Safety may exchange this 
fingerprint data with the FBI.  Sponsors: Rep. Kavanagh & 1.  
ARS Title 15. 

3/11 PASSED HOUSE 59-1; READY 
FOR SENATE 

HB 2696: AMERICAN COMPETITIVENESS PROJECT 
FUND 
Language stating one of three criteria used to qualify a school for 
an American Competitiveness Grant is that the school must offer 
programs emphasizing "international business" is changed to read 
"international business or philosophy." (Note: the other two 
criteria -- foreign language acquisition and world history -- are 
unchanged.)  Sponsors: Rep. Schapira & 3.  ARS Title 15. 

2/5 Referred to House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
3/5 Passed House Education (K-12) 
Committee with amendment #4514 
3/13 Passed House Rules Committee; 
ready for House Committee of the Whole 

HB 2699: SCHOOLS; ELL; FEDERAL MONIES; 
DURATION 
Eliminates the English Language Learners Task Force and 
transfers the powers and duties of the Task Force to the Board of 
Education.  By September 1, (blank in original), the Board shall 
develop and adopt research-based models of structured English 
immersion programs for use by school districts and charter 
schools. Changes the manner in which the maximum amount of  a 
school's budget request is determined. Eliminates the 2-year limit 
on a school's receipt of ELL support for a particular student.  
Sponsors: Rep. Lujan & 4; Sen. Aboud & 3.  ARS Title 15. 

2/5 Referred to House Education (K-12), 
Appropriations Committees 

HB 2711: SCHOOL DISTRICTS; EDUCATIONAL 
MISMANAGEMENT; INTERVENTION 
The Department of Education shall investigate a school district 
for systemic educational mismanagement if 50% or more of the 
schools in the district are designated under-performing or failing 
to meet academic standards and at least 1 school in the district 
has been designated a school failing to meet academic standards. 
If the Department identifies systemic educational 
mismanagement, it may recommend intervention to the Board of 
Education. Emergency clause.  Sponsors: Rep. Cloves Campbell, 
Jr. & 3; Sen. Landrum Taylor.  ARS Title 15. 

3/12 PASSED HOUSE 52-7; READY 
FOR SENATE 
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Bill and Subject Status and Comments 
HB 2727: FINGERPRINT CLEARANCE CARDS 
A prospective adoptive parent or foster parent shall not be 
certified unless that person has a valid fingerprint clearance card 
(formerly, the prospective parent need only provide 
documentation of the person's application for a fingerprint 
clearance card). The list of offenses that exclude a person from 
receiving a fingerprint clearance card is expanded to include 
homicide (including manslaughter and negligent homicide), 
felony child neglect, any felony offense involving contributing to 
the delinquency of a minor, unlawful sale or purchase of children, 
child bigamy, any felony offense involving prostitution (except 
engaging in prostitution unless it is committed within 5 years of 
application), any felony offense involving domestic violence, any 
felony offense in violation of Title 13, Chapter 12 (assault and 
related offenses) if committed within 5 years of the date of 
application, felony drug or alcohol-related offenses if committed 
within 5 years of application, kidnapping, felony indecent 
exposure, felony public sexual indecency, robbery and related 
offenses, terrorism, and any offense involving a violent crime. 
Makes several other changes to statutes relating to fingerprint 
clearance cards.  Sponsors: Rep. Hershberger & 8; Sen. Linda 
Gray & 5.  ARS Titles 8, 41. 

3/12 PASSED HOUSE 59-0; READY 
FOR SENATE 

HB 2736: EARLY GRADUATION SCHOLARSHIPS; 
ACADEMIC YEAR 
Changes language in statutes relating to early graduation 
scholarships to conform with federal law.  Sponsor: Rep. Tobin.  
ARS Title 15. 

2/11 Referred to House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
2/19 Withdrawn from House Education (K-
12) Committee and referred additionally to 
House Higher Education Committee 
2/19 Passed House Higher Education 
Committee 
3/3 Passed House Rules Committee 
3/13 Passed House Committee of the 
Whole with floor amendment #4692 

HB 2739: CENTENNIAL SCHOLARS PROGRAM; 
APPROPRIATIONS 
A Centennial Scholars Program is established to provide grants 
covering tuition and fees at community colleges, state universities 
or private post-secondary institutions located in and licensed by 
the state. Grants are for a maximum of eight semesters. Makes an 
appropriation, blank in original. An intent section recites seven 
specific desired outcomes, including a reduction in the number of 
students who do not graduate from high school, an increase in the 
number who enter institutions of higher learning, a decrease in 
drug and alcohol abuse by encouraging the pursuit of higher 
education, and an increase in individual economic vitality.  
Sponsor: Rep. Tobin.  ARS Title 15. 

2/6 Referred to House Higher Education, 
Appropriations Committees 
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Bill and Subject Status and Comments 
HB 2758: 8TH GRADE PROMOTION CERTIFICATES; 
ELIMINATION 
Provisions authorizing school boards to issue certificates of 
promotion to pupils promoted from the eighth grade are deleted.  
Sponsors: Rep. Miranda & 2.  ARS Title 15. 

2/11 Referred to House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
3/5 Passed House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
3/11 Passed House Rules Committee; 
ready for House Committee of the Whole 

HB 2766: OMNIBUS ENERGY ACT OF 2008 
Fifty pages of changes to statutes related to energy use, including 
a requirement that counties and municipalities must adopt 
standards for issuing permits for the use of certain solar-energy 
devices; counties with at least 100,00 persons are required to 
enact ordinances governing maximum idling time for heavy-duty 
diesel trucks; and the state Board of Education must adopt 
expedited procurement provisions allowing schools to contract 
for construction related to the installation of energy saving 
devices or measures. In a statutory section on electric utility 
renewable energy standards, a goal is established of a minimum 
of 15% of the total electricity delivered to customers in the state 
must be from renewable energy sources. The timetable for 
implementation of this goal is left to the individual regulatory 
agency for each electric load and to the electric service providers. 
By July 1, 2013, all state agencies, universities, and school 
districts must purchase at least 10% of its energy from renewable 
sources. The state Department of Environmental Quality must 
conduct a feasibility study to determine the cost effectiveness of 
reducing the life cycle greenhouse gas emissions from motor 
fuels shipped to and sold in the state. Much more.  Sponsors: 
Rep. Mason & 12; Sen. Aguirre & 3.  ARS Titles 9, 11, 15, 34, 
41, 42, 44, 49. 

2/13 Referred to House Water & 
Agriculture, Environment Committees 
2/21 Passed House Water & Agriculture 
Committee with amendment #4277 
3/12 Withdrawn from House Environment 
Committee; ready for House Rules 
Committee 

HB 2770: SCHOOLS; ENERGY COSTS; BASE LEVEL; 
APPROPRIATIONS 
The revenue level per student is increased by 3% in fiscal 2009-
2010 for energy costs. An additional 1.5% is available for school 
districts that engage in energy conservation practices (a list of 
qualifying activities is blank in original). Also appropriates $5 
million from the general fund in fiscal year 2009-10 to an Energy 
Reduction Fund established by this act. Fund monies are 
controlled by the School Facilities Board and are used as grants 
to school districts and charters to retrofit energy technology in 
schools. Schools must use energy savings to reimburse the fund.  
Sponsors: Rep. Reagan & 9; Sen. Leff.  ARS Title 15. 

2/21 Referred to House Appropriations 
Committee 
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Bill and Subject Status and Comments 
HB 2787: TEACHER & CLASSROOM DATA 
The Department of Education must assign a unique, non-
personally identifiable ID designation for each certificated 
teacher and for each teacher candidate enrolled in a teacher prep 
or teacher certification program in the state. By July 1, 2010, 
school districts and charters must submit data on classroom 
performance and teacher performance related to determination of 
adequate yearly academic progress and for other state and federal 
reporting requirements.  Sponsors: Rep. Crandall & 4.  ARS Title 
15. 

2/14 Referred to House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
3/5 Passed House Education (K-12) 
Committee; ready for House Rules 
Committee 

HB 2800: PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION STANDARDS 
BOARD 
The powers and duties of the state Board of Education are 
reduced by deleting items dealing with teachers and moving them 
to a Professional Education Standards Board created by this act. 
The board is comprised of 17 members, 8 of whom are 
certificated teachers, three are certificated administrators, plus 
one each of the following: school board member, non-certificated 
employee of a school district, teacher at a college that prepares 
teachers, Board of Education member, public member, and the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction or designee. Effective 
January 12, 2009.  Sponsors: Rep. Schapira & 8.  ARS Titles 15, 
41. 

2/14 Referred to House Education (K-12), 
Appropriations Committees 

HB 2801: SCHOOLS; VOTER-APPROVED 
PERFORMANCE COMPENSATION 
The career ladder program for teachers is replaced with a voter-
approved, performance-based compensation program. School 
districts may apply to the Board of Education to be included in 
the program which will allow the district up to a maximum 5.5% 
increase in the base level revenue. The program must include 
elements such as: district-wide and school-based performance, 
dropout/graduation rates, attendance rates, ratings by students and 
parents, and input by teachers and administrators. Each district 
must develop an assessment plan which shall be approved by the 
Board of Education. The local share portion of the plan is funded 
by a secondary property tax. Various phases of implementation 
are described.  Sponsors: Rep. Anderson & 15; Sen. Linda Gray 
& 1.  ARS Title 15. 

2/13 Referred to House Ways & Means 
Committee 
3/3 Passed House Ways & Means 
Committee with amendment #4440; ready 
for House Rules Committee 

HB 2805: SCHOOLS; CAREER LADDER PROGRAMS; 
OVERRIDES 
The Legislature authorizes school districts to exceed their 
aggregate expenditure limitation in the current fiscal year by 
almost $146.6 million. Requires 2/3 majority vote. (Note: this 
method of circumventing expenditure limits is authorized by 
Article IX, Section 21, subsection (3) of the state Constitution.)  
Sponsors: Rep Anderson & 1.  ARS Title 99. 

2/18 Referred to House Appropriations 
Committee 
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Bill and Subject Status and Comments 
HB2816: SCHOOLS; TAPBI PROGRAMS 
Changes the criteria by which schools are selected to participate 
in the TAPBI program.  Sponsors: Rep. Crandall & 5.  ARS Title 
15. 

2/14 Referred to House Education (K-12), 
Appropriations Committees 
2/20 Passed House Education (K-12) 
Committee with amendment #4242; ready 
for House Appropriations Committee 

HB 2821: ACCOMMODATION SCHOOLS; MILITARY 
RESERVATIONS; BOARD 
The definition of "accommodation school" is modified to include 
a school established to serve a military base and whose service 
boundary is the same as that of the base. Provides for the 
composition of the governing board and fiscal management of a 
military reservation accommodation school. Includes 
authorization to use PL81-874 monies for schools that are 
classified as a "heavily impacted local education agency" 
pursuant to federal law. Parts of this act are effective retroactively 
to July 1, 2004.  Sponsors: Rep. Burns & 4; Sen. Arzberger & 1.  
ARS Title 15. 

2/21 Referred to House Appropriations 
Committee 
3/12 Held in House Appropriations 
Committee 
 
 

HB 2838: TAX CREDIT; CHARTER SCHOOL 
ORGANIZATIONS 
Contributions by persons to a charter school organization 
(defined) is added to the list of tax credits allowed against the 
person's state income tax liability. Maximum amounts of the 
credit are $200 per year for an individual or head of household; 
$400 for a married couple filing jointly.  Sponsors: Rep. 
Yarbrough & 6; Sen. Gould.  ARS Title 43. 

2/14 Referred to House Ways & Means 
Committee 
2/26 Passed House Ways & Means 
Committee with amendment #4309; ready 
for House Rules Committee 

HCR 2005: SCHOOL DISTRICT EXPENDITURES; 
AUTHORIZATION 
The Legislature authorizes school districts to exceed their 
aggregate expenditure limitation in the current fiscal year by 
almost $146.6 million. Requires 2/3 majority. (Note: this method 
of circumventing expenditure limits is authorized by Article IX, 
Section 21, subsection (3) of the state Constitution.)  Sponsors: 
Rep. Anderson & 1.  ARS Title 99. 

2/26 PASSED HOUSE 56-0 
2/27 Substituted in Senate for identical 
SCR 1023 and PASSED SENATE 26-2 
SENT TO SECRETARY OF STATE 

HCR 2019: LEGISLATURE; SCHOOL BOARD 
MEMBERS; INELIGIBILITY 
The 2008 general election ballot is to carry the question of 
whether to amend the state Constitution to prohibit persons from 
simultaneously serving as legislator and school board member.  
Sponsors: Rep. Crump & 9.  ARS Title 98. 

1/21 Referred to House Education (K-12) 
Committee 

HCR 2043: EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS; PROOF OF 
CITIZENSHIP 
The 2008 general election ballot is to carry the question of 
whether to amend statutes to require that every person admitted to 
a public educational institution in the state must provide proof of 
legal status. "Educational institution" is defined as everything 
from preschool to university to adult education programs.  
Sponsors: Rep. Pearce & 4; Sen. Harper.  ARS Title 97. 
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Bill and Subject Status and Comments 
SB 1002: PROPERTY TAX; EQUALIZATION TAX 
REPEAL 
Makes permanent the three-year suspension of the state 
equalization property tax. (Note: the suspension is due to expire 
in 2009. This tax is also called the county equalization assistance 
for education property tax).  Sponsors: Sen. Waring & 5; Rep. 
Barnes & 10.  ARS Titles 15, 37, 41, 42, 48. 

1/14 Referred to Senate Finance 
Committee 
1/17 Passed Senate Finance Committee 
with amendment #3005 
1/29 Passed Senate Rules Committee 
1/31 Passed Senate Committee of the 
Whole with amendment #4005 

SB 1011: SEXUAL PREDATORS; SCHOOLS; RESIDENCY 
RESTRICTIONS 
The list of persons prohibited from living within 1000 feet of a 
school or child care facility is expanded to include those 
convicted of a crime committed in another jurisdiction that if 
committed in Arizona would be considered a dangerous crime 
against children (as defined in ARS 13-604.01). Measurement of 
the distance must be made in a straight line between the nearest 
points on the property lines.  Sponsor: Sen. Tibshraeny.  ARS 
Title 13.  

2/19 PASSED SENATE 28-1 
3/3 Referred to House Human Services 
Committee 
 
Hearing: 
House Human Services Committee, 
Thursday, March 20 at 9:00 am, House 
Rm. 5 

SB 1025: VOUCHERS; DISABLED PUPILS; GOOD CAUSE
The Department of Education may waive for good cause any of 
the eligibility requirements for disabled pupils to participate in a 
voucher program. To qualify for the good cause waiver, the 
student had to have been removed from school due to a medical 
or mental crisis that resulted in hospitalization, a period of time 
during which the student lived outside the home or required 
mental health care beyond the capabilities of the old school to 
provide.  Sponsors: Sen. Linda Gray; Rep. Nichols.  ARS Title 
15.  AS PASSED SENATE. 

2/11 PASSED SENATE 18-8 
3/3 Referred to House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
3/12 Passed House Education (K-12) 
Committee; ready for House Rules 
Committee 

SB 1032: SCHOOL FACILITIES BOARD; OMNIBUS 
Grants the School Facilities Board (SFB) statutory authority to 
adopt rules to carry out its policies and procedures. If a school 
district takes an action that would, with SFB approval, cause the 
district to fall below minimum per pupil square footage 
requirements, the changes no longer need to be delayed for 3 
years. (Effect is to allow changes to take effect immediately as 
long as SFB gives approval.) Removes the 5-day period within 
which the SFB must notify a school district of the board's 
recommendation regarding the district's application for 
emergency funds. Changes the date by which school districts 
must annually report to the SFB from September 1 to October 15.  
Sponsor: Sen. Linda Gray.  ARS Title 15.  AS PASSED 
SENATE. 

2/19 PASSED SENATE 17-12 
3/11 Referred to House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
3/12 Passed House Education (K-12) 
Committee with amendment #4644; ready 
for House Rules Committee 

SB 1040: ASRS; ELIGIBILITY; SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS 
Substitute teachers who are at least 62 years old and are receiving 
Social Security benefits may elect not to participate in ASRS.  
Sponsor: Sen. Harper.  ARS Title 38. 

1/14 Referred to Senate Financial 
Institutions, Insurance & Retirement 
Committee 
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Bill and Subject Status and Comments 
SB 1046: EDUCATION BUDGET; DATE OF ENACTMENT 
By April 15 of each year, the Legislature must pass and submit to 
the Governor the Department of Education's budget for the next 
fiscal year.  Sponsor: Sen. Pesquiera.  ARS Title 35. 

1/14 Referred to Senate Appropriations, 
Education K-12 Committees 
1/30 Passed Senate Education K-12 
Committee; ready for Senate 
Appropriations Committee 

SB 1047: SCHOOLS; TRANSPORTATION; OPEN 
ENROLLMENT; 
School districts may not reimburse parents for the cost of 
transporting a student in a private vehicle.  Sponsor: Sen. Linda 
Gray.  ARS Title 15. 

1/14 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
2/28 Passed Senate Education K-12 
Committee with amendment #4362 
3/11 Passed Senate Rules Committee 
3/13 Passed Senate Committee of the 
Whole with amendment #4362 and floor 
amendment #4680 

 SB 1079: TAX CREDIT; SCHOOLS; STUDY ABROAD 
The list of activities that do not qualify as extracurricular 
activities for the purposes of the school tax credit is expanded to 
include study abroad programs and field trips to foreign 
countries.  Sponsors: Sen. Linda Gray & 1; Rep. Jim Weiers.  
ARS Title 43.  

1/14 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
2/7 Passed Senate Education K-12 
Committee with amendment #4066 
2/12 Passed Senate Rules Committee 
2/21 Passed Senate Committee of the 
Whole with amendment #4066 

 SB 1081: SCHOOLS; K-12; TAPBI PROGRAM; 
ADMINISTRATIVE SALARIES 
The list of required information contained in the annual report 
filed by a school selected to participate in the Technology 
Assisted Project-Based Instruction Program is expanded to 
include a listing of the salaries, by title and job descriptions, of 
the school administrators at the participating school.  Sponsor: 
Sen. Linda Gray.  ARS Title 15.  AS PASSED SENATE. 

3/10 PASSED SENATE 17-8; READY 
FOR HOUSE 

SB 1104: TAPBI PROGRAM; EXPANSION 
Increases the number of schools chosen to participate in the 
Technology Assisted Project-Based Instruction Program to 7 
(from 4) traditional public schools and 7 (from 4) charter school 
until June 30, 2008. Beginning July 1, 2008, the number of 
schools will be increased to 12 traditional public schools and 12 
charter schools. The 10 new schools that are selected for the 
program beginning July 1, 2008 shall include the school's daily 
average attendance (of students who were enrolled the previous 
year and not to include students enrolled in summer school 
classes) in the required daily log. Effective July 1, 2008.  
Sponsor: Sen. Waring.  ARS Title 15. 

1/23 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
2/21 Passed Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
2/25 Passed Senate Rules Committee; 
ready for Senate Committee of the Whole 
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Bill and Subject Status and Comments 
SB 1111: STRIKER: SCHOOLS; PERFORMANCE-BASED 
PAY; NOTIFICATION 
Until January 1, 2010, school districts are required to submit an 
annual report to the Department of Education regarding the 
district's performance-based compensation system (PBCS) even if 
no changes were made since the prior year. Districts are no longer 
required to annually develop and submit an assessment plan for 
the PBCS. The Department may withhold up to 10% of state 
funds to a school district that has not submitted a copy of the 
PBCS by December 31 of each year.  Sponsor: Sen. Linda Gray.  
ARS Title 15.  AS PASSED SENATE. 

3/3 PASSED SENATE 18-9 
3/11 Referred to House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
3/12 Passed House Education (K-12) 
Committee with amendment #4643; ready 
for House Rules Committee 
 
 
 
 
NOTE SHORT TITLE CHANGE 

SB 1172: SCHOOLS; UNORGANIZED TERRITORY; 
ADJACENT SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
The list of duties which the county school superintendent must 
fulfill prior to an election in an unorganized territory is expanded 
to include making a determination regarding the education of 
high school students if there is no high school in the district the 
territory is joining.  Sponsor: Sen. Linda Gray.  ARS Title 15. 

3/6 PASSED SENATE 28-2 
3/12 Referred to House Education (K-12) 
Committee 
 
Hearing: 
House Education (K-12) Committee, 
Wednesday, March 19 at 9:00 am, House 
Rm. 3 

SB 1214: CONCEALED WEAPONS; SCHOOL GROUNDS 
The prohibition against carrying a weapon onto school grounds 
does not apply to persons who possess a valid concealed carry 
permit. For purposes of this section of statute, the definition of 
"school" is expanded to include community colleges as well as 
universities, both public and private.  Sponsors: Sen. Johnson & 
2; Rep. Barnes & 6.  ARS Title 13. 

1/28 Referred to Senate Judiciary 
Committee 
2/27 Passed Senate Judiciary Committee 
with amendment #4330 
3/11 Passed Senate Rules Committee with 
a technical amendment; ready for Senate 
Committee of the Whole 

SB 1215: CHARTER SCHOOLS; APPROVED PLANS; 
RENEWAL 
A time line is established whereby a charter school that wishes to 
renew its charter must apply to do so at least 15 months before its 
current charter expires. (Note: The approved plan to establish a 
charter school is effective for 15 years from the first day of 
operation.)  Sponsors: Sen. Johnson & 2; Rep. Anderson.  ARS 
Title 15. 

3/10 PASSED SENATE 26-0 
 
Hearing: 
House Education (K-12) Committee, 
Wednesday, March 19 at 9:00 am, House 
Rm. 3 

SB 1216: SCHOOLS; BIOMETRIC INFORMATION; 
PROHIBITION 
School districts and charter schools are prohibited from collecting 
biometric information (defined) from pupils.  Sponsors: Sen. 
Johnson & 3; Rep. Pearce.  ARS Title 15. 

1/28 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
2/14 Passed Senate Education K-12 
Committee; ready for Senate Rules 
Committee 

>>SB 1218: STRIKER: EDUCATION DATABASES; PUPIL 
PRIVACY 
Requires the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) to comply 
with the Family Education and Privacy Act (FERPA) when 
collecting or disclosing pupil education records maintained in an 
education database.  Sponsor: Sen. Johnson.  ARS Title 15. 

3/12 PASSED SENATE 27-0 
 
Hearing: 
House Education (K-12) Committee, 
Wednesday, March 19 at 9:00 am, House 
Rm. 3 
 
NOTE SHORT TITLE CHANGE 
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Bill and Subject Status and Comments 
SB 1226: SCHOOLS; TEACHERS; MINIMUM SALARY; 
APPROPRIATIONS 
Statutorily sets the minimum base salary (not to include 
performance pay) for full-time teachers employed by a school 
district at $35,000. Requires at least a 2% base salary increase for 
all certified teachers with salaries that meet or exceed $35,000, as 
well as all other school employees. Appropriates (blank in 
original) from the general fund in fiscal year 2008-2009 to the 
Board of Education to increase the school district base support 
level to (blank in original) % to implement the minimum 
teacher’s salary.  Sponsor: Sen. O’Halleran.  ARS Title 15. 

1/28 Referred to Senate Education K-12, 
Appropriations Committees 

SB 1229: STRIKER: SCHOOLS; PUPILS WITH 
DIABETES 
Allows school districts and charter schools to adopt policies and 
procedures for pupils to manage their diabetes on school grounds, 
including self-monitoring and self-administration of insulin, and 
volunteer diabetes care assistants who are allowed to administer 
glucagon in emergency situations.  Sponsor: Sen. Allen.  ARS 
Title 15. 

3/10 PASSED SENATE 25-0 
 
Hearing: 
House Education (K-12) Committee, 
Wednesday, March 19 at 9:00 am, House 
Rm. 3 
 
NOTE SHORT TITLE CHANGE 

SB 1230: SCHOOL SAFETY; SCHOOL MISCONDUCT 
The list of items school districts are required to include in an 
application to participate in the school safety program is 
expanded to include reporting any failure to "report misconduct 
by the district." Sponsor: Sen. Linda Gray.  ARS Title 15. 

3/12 PASSED SENATE 27-0 
 
Hearing: 
House Education (K-12) Committee, 
Wednesday, March 19 at 9:00 am, House 
Rm. 3 

SB 1237: COUNTY DEVELOPMENT FEES; SCHOOLS 
Counties are prohibited from collecting development fees from a 
school district or charter school other than fees for streets and 
utility functions.  Sponsor: Sen. Waring.  ARS Title 11. 

1/30 Referred to Senate Government 
Committee 
2/19 Passed  Senate Government 
Committee with amendment #4166 
3/11 Passed Senate Rules Committee with 
a technical amendment 
3/13 Passed Senate Committee of the 
Whole with amendment #4166 and the 
Rules technical amendment 

SB 1266: SCHOOLS; POST-EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS 
If a school governing board offers its employees "post-
employment benefits," monies to fund these benefits may be 
deposited in a special trust account. (Note: post- employment 
benefits apparently refers to investments whose proceeds are 
distributed post-retirement, except this act excludes benefits 
provided by the Arizona State Retirement System.) School boards 
may not appropriate any additional monies to fund post-
employment benefits.  Sponsor: Sen. Johnson.  ARS Title 15. 

3/10 PASSED SENATE 25-0; READY 
FOR HOUSE 
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SB 1269: JTEDS; REPORT; PROGRAMS 
Changes the data required to be contained in the annual report 
submitted by Joint Educational Technology Districts from an 
emphasis on courses to an emphasis on programs; for example 
the completion rate for "each course" is changed to the rate for 
"each program" and completion rate data is defined to encompass 
programs rather than courses. Retroactive to July 1, 2007.  
Sponsors: Sen. O’Halleran; Rep. Tobin.  ARS Title 15. 

3/3 PASSED SENATE 26-1 
 
Hearing: 
House Education (K-12) Committee, 
Wednesday, March 19 at 9:00 am, House 
Rm. 3 

SB 1280: AIMS TEST; SCORING SYSTEM 
The Department of Education must develop a "scoring system" to 
scale the AIMS scores of pupils in grades 2-9 with those of high 
school students.  Sponsor: Sen. Huppenthal.  ARS Title 15. 

1/31 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
2/27 Held in Senate Education K-12 
Committee 

SB 1281: COMMON SCHOOL DISTRICTS; GRADE NINE 
The governing board of a common school district may elect to 
include grade 9 in the district. The School Facilities Board shall 
not require a common school district that provides instruction to 
9th grade students to obtain approval to reconfigure school 
facilities in the district, and the district is not entitled to additional 
monies from the Board to  educate 9th grade students. A common 
school district that offers education to 9th grade students may 
conduct an election to increase the revenue control limit and use 
other specified methods to fund instruction in 9th grade.  
Sponsor: Sen. Huppenthal.  ARS Title 15.  AS PASSED 
SENATE. 

3/10 PASSED SENATE 17-8 
 
Hearing: 
House Education (K-12) Committee, 
Wednesday, March 19 at 9:00 am, House 
Rm. 3 

SB 1334: COMPACT; EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY; 
MILITARY CHILDREN 
Authorizing the state to enter into the Interstate Compact on 
Educational Opportunity for Military Children. A purpose section 
states that the intent of the compact is to remove barriers to 
educational success imposed on children of military families due 
to frequent moves and deployment of their parents.  Sponsor: 
Sen. Bee.  ARS Title 15. 

3/6 PASSED SENATE 25-5; READY 
FOR HOUSE 

SB 1336: SEXUAL CONDUCT; MINOR; SCHOOL 
TEACHER 
Sexual conduct with a minor who is at least 15 years old is a class 
2 felony (second highest) if the person is the minor's teacher. 
Formerly, this was a class 6 felony (lowest).  Sponsor: Sen. Bee.  
ARS Title 13. 

3/6 PASSED SENATE 30-0 
3/12 PASSED SENATE  ON 
RECONSIDERATION 27-0; READY 
FOR HOUSE 
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SB 1341: SCHOOLS; EMPLOYEE CODE OF CONDUCT 
The Board of Education must adopt a code of conduct for 
employees of school districts and charter schools. The policy will 
describe inappropriate conduct and the specific disciplinary 
actions that will be taken against those who engage in 
misconduct.  Sponsors: Sen. Linda Gray & 2; Rep. Clark.  ARS 
Title 15. 

2/4 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
2/21 Passed Senate Education K-12 
Committee with amendment #4230 
3/4 Passed Senate Rules Committee with a 
technical amendment 
3/13 Passed Senate Committee of the 
Whole with amendment #4711, a substitute 
for amendment #4230; the Rules technical 
amendment was withdrawn 

SB 1358: SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS; TRAINING; 
RECOGNITION 
The Board of Education shall require all school district governing 
board members to obtain 6 hours of professional development 
training within 1 year after the member's election or appointment. 
On or before June 30th each year, the superintendent of public 
instruction shall select school district governing board members 
for designation as the superintendent's school board of 
excellence.  Sponsors: Sen. O’Halleran; Rep. Lopez & 1.  ARS 
Title 15. 

2/4 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
2/13 Held in Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
 
 

SB 1361: ARIZONA CAREER PATHWAYS INITIATIVE 
Requires the Department of Commerce to establish the Arizona 
Career Pathways Initiative Program, which shall cooperate with 
labor market intermediaries (defined) to deliver postsecondary 
training to low and moderate income, under skilled adults for the 
purpose of employment in fields with critical shortages of 
employees. Establishes criteria for labor market intermediaries. 
Sunsets July 1, 2018.  Sponsors: Sen. Bee & 3; Rep. Burns & 2.  
ARS Title 41. 

2/4 Referred to Senate Commerce & 
Economic Development, Appropriations 
Committees 
2/28 Passed Senate Commerce & 
Economic Development Committee with 
amendment #4372; ready for Senate 
Appropriations Committee 
 

SB 1378: PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION STANDARDS 
BOARD 
Establishes the 17-member Professional Education Standards 
Board and transfers several powers and duties to the Board from 
the Board of Education. Establishes the Professional Education 
Standards Board Fund to be administered by the state treasurer to 
fund the operational costs of the Board. A purpose section states 
that the intent of the Board is to supervise and control the 
certification of persons employed in public schools. Effective 
January 13, 2009. (Effective date is the second day of the 2009 
session.) 
Sponsor: Sen. O’Halleran.  ARS Titles 15, 41. 

2/4 Referred to Senate Education K-12, 
Appropriations Committees 

SB 1392: PARENTS’ BILL OF RIGHTS 
Creates the Parents' Bill of Rights, which includes rights 
pertaining to education, upbringing, discipline, moral or religious 
training, and health care decisions of a minor child.  Sponsors: 
Sen. Chuck Gray & 1.  ARS Title 1. 

2/5 Referred to Senate Public Safety & 
Human Services Committee 
2/18 Passed Senate Public Safety & 
Human Services Committee with 
amendment #4163; ready for Senate Rules 
Committee 
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SB 1398: PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS; WRITTEN 
AGREEMENTS 
Establishes regulations for partnerships between any state 
department or agency or any political subdivision of this state and 
a private entity.  Sponsors: Sen. Johnson & 5.  ARS Title 41. 

2/6 Referred to Senate Government 
Committee 
2/19 Passed Senate Government 
Committee; ready for Senate Rules 
Committee 

SB 1401: SCHOOL SAFETY PROGRAM; RESERVE 
OFFICERS 
The Department of Education may assign reserve peace officers 
to participate in the safe schools program.  Sponsor: Sen. Bee.  
ARS Title 15. 

3/13 PASSED SENATE 28-0; READY 
FOR HOUSE 

SB 1443: SMALL SCHOOL DISTRICT ADJUSTMENT 
School districts that are unified as a result of voter approval of a 
redistricting plan become operational no sooner than the start of 
the fiscal year that follows voter approval by at least 12 months. 
(Previously, the unified district began operations at the start of 
the fiscal year immediately subsequent to the election. School 
districts that qualify for the small school district adjustment that 
are subsequently unified with another district may continue to 
budget monies outside the revenue control limit for the first 3 
fiscal years after the new unified district is operational.  Sponsor: 
Sen. Linda Gray.  ARS Title 15. 

2/7 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
2/21 Passed Senate Education K-12 
Committee with amendment #4231 
3/4 Passed Senate Rules Committee 
3/13 Passed Senate Committee of the 
Whole with amendment #4231 

SB 1446: FUNDING ADJUSTMENT; ACTUAL UTILITY 
COSTS 
Beginning fiscal year 2009-2010, each school district shall 
submit documentation to the Department of Education that 
demonstrates the school district's actual billed utility costs for the 
2 previous fiscal years. The Department shall distribute monies 
for utility costs to each qualifying school district according to a 
formula contained in the act.  Sponsors: Sen. Leff & 1; Rep. 
Desimone & 4.  ARS Title 15.  

2/7 Referred to Senate Education K-12, 
Appropriations Committees 
2/25 Withdrawn from Senate Education   
K-12 Committee; ready for Senate 
Appropriations Committee 

SB 1453: RECEIVERSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICTS; 
UNIFICATION 
A school district placed into receivership by the Board of 
Education before December 31, 2007, may conduct an election in 
May or June 2008 to submit to the qualified electors the question 
of unification or consolidation of the school district with another 
school district. Session law.  Sponsors: Sen. Gould; Rep. Groe.  
ARS Title 15. 

2/11 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
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SB 1488: SCHOOLS; TEACHER PERFORMANCE PAY 
PROGRAMS 
An increase in base level funding for school districts is 
established for schools that implement a teacher performance pay 
program. Other base level calculations are established relating to 
career ladder or an optional performance incentive program. 
Schools must use a separate portion of the budget for teacher 
performance pay programs, and those monies must supplement 
regular salary and benefits for teachers. Appropriates an 
unspecified amount from the general fund in fiscal year 2008-09 
to the Department of Education to fund the base level increase. 
An intent section states it is the intent of the Legislature to 
continue to provide increases in base level funding for the 
purpose of eventually phasing out career ladder, enhancing 
student achievement by providing performance-based pay to 
teachers, and reducing local property taxes.  Sponsor: Sen. Bee.  
ARS Title 15.   

2/11 Referred to Senate Education K-12, 
Appropriations Committees 
3/5 Passed Senate Appropriations 
Committee with amendment #4485 
3/6 Withdrawn from Senate Education  
K-12 Committee; ready for Senate Rules 
Committee 

SCR 1017: EXTRA COMPENSATION; TEACHER 
PERFORMANCE PAY 
The 2008 general election ballot is to carry the question of 
whether to amend the state Constitution to clarify that the 
Legislature is not prohibited from adopting performance pay 
programs for public school teachers.  Sen. Huppenthal.  ARS 
Title 98. 

1/31 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
2/28 Passed Senate Education K-12 
Committee; ready for Senate Rules 
Committee 

SCR 1023: SCHOOL DISTRICT EXPENDITURES; 
AUTHORIZATION 
The Legislature resolves to authorize local school districts to 
spend $146.5 million in excess of their combined expenditure 
limit. Requires 2/3 approval in each house per Article IX, Section 
21 of the state Constitution.  Sponsors: Sen. O’Halleran; Rep. 
Hershberger & 2.  ARS Title 98. 

2/4 Referred to Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
2/21 Passed Senate Education K-12 
Committee 
2/25 Passed Senate Rules Committee 
2/27 Passed Senate Committee of the 
Whole 
 
SEE: HCR 2005 

 


